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This is the time of the year again our 
people come together in unity of colorful 
attire of red, black, and gold to celebrate 
our independence since 16 September, 
1975.    
As we come together to celebrate 45 years 
of  Independence, I am grateful to take this 
time to wish all the staff of the Department 
of Finance from the Headquarter in Port 
Moresby, the 22 provinces and 89 districts 
and their families’ happy Independence 
and safe celebrations.
It’s also a great time to reflect on our 
achievements and contributions to the 
service delivery as an individual and as  a 
Department to our great country.
Despite the obstacles and challenges, 
we have achieved a lot through our 
contributions in building this great country 
providing financial services to our people.
We can look back with satisfaction 
on another successful Independence 
celebrations as we continue to support the 
Government in service delivery agenda.
On behalf of the Minister of Finance 
and the Department of Finance, again 
I would like to take this time to wish all 
DOF staff and their families’ happy 45th 
Independence and safe celebrations.

God Bless our Great Nation  

Secretary’s Kona
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Today is the day that our people gather 
as one to celebrate the day when the 
PNG flag was raised on September 16 
1975 and also remember our founding 
fathers of the nation.
It was on that day 1975 that Australian 

flag was lowered and the red, black 
and gold flag was raised signifying our 
freedom as an independent State of 
Papua New Guinea.
      
                   -Continue PAGE 3 
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The Department of Finance has welcomed 
the presentation by Centre of Excellence 
Financial Institution (CEFI) representative 
last month.
Secretary Dr Ken Ngangan thanked CEFI 
for the presentation as it is very vital in the 
work that the Department of Finance is 
doing.
He said it is important especially our 
rural people need to know about financial 
services and the Department will see where 
we can to participate in this program.
Secretary Ngangan further told CEFI 
representatives that Deputy Secretary Mr 
Samuel Penias and the team will keep in 
touch with your team for any programs. 
“We also have financial inclusion program 
in the districts and provinces and will see 
how we can include your programs using 
our established systems in the provinces 
and districts.” 
He said for training of officers, we will 
participate and recommend officers for the 
training. 
“We have the Block Chain Program that we 
can see where CEFI can participate in this 
program.”
CEFI director Saliya. J. Ranasinghe 

Dept welcomes CEFI presentation

Secretary Dr Ken Ngangan, and DoF staff  listening to CEFI presentation.

Happy Independence to all staff, Minister Paita 
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(pictured front left) said CEFI team 
in partnership with Department 
of Treasury and Bank of Papua 
New Guinea have successfully 
supported the PNG Government to 
host a series of Financial Inclusion 
meetings for the APEC 2018 
meeting in Papua New Guinea.
He said the institution aims 
is to promote the provision of 

quality financial services, develop 
innovative delivery channels and 
facilitate financial education. In 
this way we will make financials 
services accessible to all Papua New 
Guineans.
Secretary Dr Ken Ngangan and 
senior management staff were 
there at the presentation by CEFI 
representatives.

Hon. Rainbo Paita, Minister for 
Finance & Rural Development, MP.

It is my greatest     pleasure as the 
Minister for Finance (Hon. Rainbo 
Paita) to convey my best wishes 
and independence greetings to all 
Department of Finance staff and the 
Ministry. 
On 16 September 1975 Papua New 
Guinea gained its independence from 
Australia and today we celebrate 45 
years of political independence.
It is the time we as a nation reflect 
on how far we have come and adjust 
for the better into the future  our 
freedom of independence.
On that note, as we celebrate and 
reflect our freedom of independence.
 I urged you all to make our families 
a stronger units of the society, where 
our children are protected, cared and 
we impart the great valves that they 
will take on from us and become 
good citizens.
We must exercise our sovereign will, 
our freedom of independence to 

build a good public sector framework 
to deliver financial services to our 
people.
As the Minister responsible I pledge 
my support and is committed 
to increase efficiency through 
providing financial transformation 
and building a strong governance 
framework to eliminate corruption. 
Therefore the challenge for us all for 
the next 45 years is to use our political 
freedom to achieve economic 
independence and prosperity.
Let us celebrate with pride and 
remember we are the people of a 
thousand tribe, tongues and diverse 
culture but today we stand united 
as one people, one country and one 
nation.
Happy Independence and Safe 
Celebrations.

God Bless PNG! 
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It is also the time we reflect on what we 
have achieved together as a nation as 
we look together in one direction for 
the future progress and development of 
our great country.
For the Department, financial services 
to the people is vital as a lot have been 
achieved that is worth noting and we 
can build on from these success as well 
as embracing new opportunities.
 Our Minister Hon. Rainbo Paita has 
brought new energy to the Department 
and along with the support for the 
continuation of the PFM reform 
programs. He challenged us to look 
beyond our core functions and make 
positive impact in other areas.
As Papua New Guineans celebrate this 
45th independence, I am asking every 
individual to pause for a moment and 
reflect on what you have contributed to 
build this young nation.
PNG turns another year older, and that 
means we have to move forward in 
terms of development embracing the 
digital technology.
I encourage all of you to give your 
best to addressing challenges, grasping 
new opportunities and supporting the 
Department of Finance in delivering 
the Government’s reform and the 
development agendas.
Once again to all DoF staff- national, 
provincial and district happy 
independence and thank you for your 
support and loyalty to provide financial 
service to our people. I look forward to 
your continued support and working in 
unity with you all.

Happy 45th Independence DoF Staff, 
Safe Celebrations  

In unity 
we deliver 

Dept presents computers to NHC
The Department of Finance has 
presented two computers to the 
National Housing Corporation (NHC) 
last Friday, 11 of September, 2020 at the 
Vulupindi Haus.
The donation was to the Legal Unit 
of the Corporation to help them with 
their work and daily operations.
Deputy Secretary Samuel Penias said 
DoF have supported the Coporation 
in many ways and this is a show of our 
continued support.
National Housing Coporation Acting 
Managing Director Ms Bowada said 
on behalf of the staff and management 
especially our Legal Unit we appreciate 
the presentation of the two computers.
“The two computers is a big relief to 
the Legal Unit and this marks the first 
time that the Coporation has received 
assistance externally,’’ she said.
“Department of Finance has helped the 
Coporation in many ways, one of them 
was payment of outstanding water bills 
for staff houses after a long eight years 
now we have water connected.
“The Department has come to the 
great rescue to NHC and slowly the 
Coporation is coming in line with the 
other state agencies.

“We appreciate the donation and the 
initiative of the Department under 
Deputy Secretary Mr Samuel Penias 
Chairman of the Internal Audits 
Committee and the team.
Dr Ken Ngangan thanked NHC Acting 
Managing Director Ms Bowada and the 
team and said this presentation was a 
show of support to NHC for its efforts 
as it is a big institution that looks after 
public housing for the country.
He said meeting the housing needs of 
the people is a challenge for us.
“To show our support for the great 
work that the National Housing 
Coporation is doing and the continued 
support we are pleased to present these 
two computers that will help in the 
operations of the institution,’’ he said.
Dr Ngangan further stressed that 
the Internal Audits is vital in every 
organisation to work together to 
strengthen internal progress to make 
organisations better.
There to witness the presentation were, 
Internal Audits Compliance Division 
officers, DoF Deputy Secretaries, 
First Assistance Secretaries and NHC 
Managing Director Ms Bowada and 
NHC representatives.
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Secretary Dr Ken Ngangan presenting the computers to NHC Acting Managing 
Director Ms Bowada

Independence Anniversary to PNG 
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The IFMS team has successfully rolled out 
the Intergrated Financial Management 
System to the Port Moresby General 
Hospital and was officially launched last 
Friday 11 September 2020.
Department of Finance Secretary Dr 
Ken Ngangan officiated the launching 
of the IFMS witnessed by DoF Deputy 
Secretaries, FASs, IFMS team and 
PomGen management and staff.
DoF has been mandated by the 
Government as part of the Public 
Management Financial Reforms to 
replace the old PGAS system with IFMS.
Dr Ngangan said previously we used 
the PGAS system (PNG Government 
Accounting System) for many years and 
at this time and age, we need to embrace 
the technology that is available to us. 
“In terms of technology to manage public 
funds we have moved on to adopt the 
Integrated Financial Management System. 
For over seven years, we have been rolling 
out IFMS to all National Government 
agencies, Statutory Authorities, DDAs 
and PHAs.
“As part of the IFMS rollout we have 
been requested by the PHA through 
the Department of Health to get PHA 
onboard and from here we will continue 
the rollout to other PHAs.
He said IFMS provides real time financial 
information, data, and payments in 
a more transparent and accountable 
framework.
Dr Ngangan said you can monitor 
everything that is being processed through 
the IFMS anywhere using smart phones 
and that is how transparent the system is. 
“Another advantage is the Electronic 
Funds Transfer Systems- we are also 
slowly doing away the cheques and 
utilising the electronic payment system,’’ 
he said.
 “We are no longer managing public 
finance in secret but in a more transparent 
way through the IFMS system.’’
PomGen CEO Dr Paki Molumi said as a 
public institution it is required to comply 
with certain regulations like the Public 
Financial Management Act and National 
Procurement Act in spending the public 
funds,’’ he said.
 Mr Molumi said in ensuring the high 
level of compliance we have the hospital 

staff at the progress of strengthening 
the internal control systems to 

IFMS launched at PomGen

ensure efficient, effective and economical 
use of public monies.
“We have an internal audit committee 
working closely with the Auditor General 
Office, updated management asset 
registry and a budget management team 
to ensure effective implementations of 
annual plans with reduce risk of fraud 
and online payment system to improve 
efficiency.
The launching of the IFMS will bring 

PomGen to another level of financial 
accountability and efficiency. We have a 
very good internet connectivity to support 
the system.
Through IFMS, PHA will take ownership 
and have responsibility of accountability 
and financial management of public 
funds. 
Dr Ngangan further stressed that all 
public bodies must have IFMS in order to 
get funding from the Government.

(L-R) PomGen Deputy Chairlady Ms Kathy Johnson, Finance Secretary Dr Ken 
Ngangan and PomGen CEO Dr Paki Molumi cutting the ribbon to launch IFMS

CEO Dr Paki Molumi getting hands on the IFMS system as DoF Deputy 
Secretary  Stephen Nukuitu watched closely.

(L-R)CEO Dr Paki Molumi, Chairlady Ms Kathy Johnson, Secretary Dr Ken 
Ngangan and DoF management duing the PomGen IFMS launching.
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Female officers from 
Kwikila District Finance 
Office, at Rigo District, 
Central Province, in 
independence fever 

Team-CSD
Team-FRCD

Team-FCD
Team-NTRD

Team-FMIP
Team-FTB,CSD

Team-Payments

Team-IACD

Team-Executive 
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I come from the land of a thousand 
tongues and a thousand tribes, the 
land of the unexpected. A nation of 
amazing paradox, of many diverse 
cultures and traditions, yet united as 
one, strong as ever.  
I come from a land of raging waterfalls 
and pristine, unexplored virgin forests 
found nowhere else in the world.  
A land of plant and animal species 
yet to be discovered and named by 
man. A land of clear blue seas and 
immaculate, white sandy beaches 
second to no place else on earth.  
A land where men laugh into the face 
of death and strong, proud women 
join their husbands on the battlefield, 
in times of war and in times of peace.  
A land where fierce warriors dance 
on burning stones, call sharks using 
coconut shells and wrestle crocodiles 
with their bare hands.  
A land that is home to the world’s 
largest butterfly, the world’s largest 
species of orchids and the tiniest 
amphibian known to man.  
Though at times my nation is the topic 
of scorn, my ancestors were gardeners 
and sailors long before the white man 
ever ventured beyond his cave.  
They say God is fair, but I am certain 
he was biased when he created my 
homeland. A country of gold and other 
precious metals, floating on a sea of so 
much oil and gas, it is the envy of the 
entire world over.  
If Israel is God’s firstborn son, surely 
my country is His last and as equally 
cherished. 
A land of alien flora and fauna found 
nowhere else on the globe. A country 
described by more than one renowned 
anthropologist as the “Garden of 
Eden”.  
A land very rich and diverse in culture 
and tradition yet united as one, strong 
as ever and fiercely proud.  
Show me a nation of equal parity to 
mine and I will show you a pig that 
can fly. 
Yea, if ever my country is the subject 
of some unsubstantiated, negative 
foreign list or ranking; let it be known 
that I come from the land of a thousand 
tribes. 

 Poem By  Charles Yakopa6

The Land of a 
Thousand Tribes  
 

Department of Finance management and the staff were graced with the presence 
of Morobe Governor Hon. Ginson Saonu and Chief Secretary to Government 
Isaac Lupari during the pre-independence celebrations at the Vulupindi Haus 
on 15 September 2020. Mr Lupari visited the Department and also spoke to the 
staff about the importance of unity to deliver financial services to our people. 
Pictured (L-R) DoF Secretary Dr Ken Ngangan, Morobe Governnor Hon. 
Ginson Saonu and Chief Secretary Isaac Lupari.

Team-OSD

Team-FAID


